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The first-generation Skyline, which made its spectacular debut
in 1957, was a sedan incorporating numerous aspects of what
was then cutting edge technology. The third-generation
Skyline, which appeared in 1968 as the (C10), was designed
as a grand touring car. Its sharp-edged, boxy styling carned it
the nickname of “Hakosuka™ among car enthusiasts (“hako™
means “box™ in Japanese, and “‘suka” is an abbreviation of the
Japanese phonetic pronunciation of “Skyline”). The
2000GT-R version of the car, fitted with a high performance
engine, made a big splash on the racing scene upon its debut.
1972 saw the appearance of the fourth-generation Skyline
(C10), with its wildly successful “Ken and Mary” TV ad
campaign becoming something of a pop culture sensation at
the time. The sixth-generation Skyline R30 model went on
sale in 1981. The high-performance version of the 2000RS
uses the high-performance 4-valve DOHC engine (FJ20E),
which has been set for the first time in eight years since the
4th generation 2000GT-R (S20 engine) released in 1973. In
1983, the 2000 Turbo RS equipped with the (FI20ET) type,
which is a combination of the (FJ20E) type engine and a
turbocharger, appeared and was touted as “the strongest
skyline in history”. The noteworthy seventh-generation
Skyline R31, which debuted in 1985, ushered in the end of the
fourth-generation (C110) designs and saw the return of
6-cylinder DOHC engines to the Skyline series.

The eighth generation Skyline (R32) went on sale in May
1989. Three months later, in August of that year, the GT-R
brand was brought back after a 16-year-long hiatus, instantly
drawing a considerable amount of attention. The
(RB26DETT) engine, especially designed for the GT-R, was a
six-cylinder DOHC engine with 2.6( displacement producing
some 280HP, making it the most powerful automobile engine
produced in Japan at the time. The drive train was built around
an FR base employing the ATTESA E-TS electronic torque
split 4WD system, which featured advanced electronics for
reading road conditions and using this information to control
how much drive torque would be distributed to each wheel at
any given time. Suspension was also completely upgraded
using newly developed four-wheel multi-link technology.
which provided this sedan-derived sports car with world class
performance capabilities.

Kazuo Shimizu / Tom Kristensen from the Object T
participated in the 1992 JTC (All Japan Touringcar
Championship) with the R32 Skyline GT-R.
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